“My students LOVED the ballet.
They were really not looking forward to going today
and were prepared to not enjoy themselves…but
they did! After the performance my students commented that they wished the performance had
lasted longer and they are now asking when we
get to go again. When we returned to the classroom, my students were eager to write about what
they experienced. Thank you for the opportunity to
expand my students’ horizons.”
– 5th Grade Teacher

Any Given Child-Tulsa is made possible
through the generous support of
The Charles and Lynn Schusterman Family Foundation

“The museum had a lot of interesting
stuff. It was fun to go and learn about
the stuff that they have and the history.
It was the best day of my life.”
– 7th Grade Student

Contact: Amber R. Tait, B.F.A., M.A.
Director, Any Given Child-Tulsa
Arts & Humanities Council of Tulsa
101 East Archer Street Tulsa, OK 74103
atait@ahct.org • www.ahhatulsa.org
anygivenchildtulsa.wordpress.com
FIND OUT MORE:
www.kennedy-center.org/education/anygivenchild/
Facebook: Any Given Child-Tulsa
Twitter: AGC_Tulsa

Our Approach
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STRATEGIC GOALS

What is Any Given Child?

T

he primary goal of the Kennedy Center’s Any
Given Child initiative is to assist communities in
developing a plan for expanded arts education
in their schools, ensuring access and equity for
all students in grades K-8. Tulsa was selected in March 2011
as the fifth Any Given Child partner city in the nation. The
Arts & Humanities Council of Tulsa leads the effort, while
the City of Tulsa, Tulsa Public Schools and numerous Tulsa
arts organizations serve as partners.
In September 2011, the Tulsa Any Given Child Community
Arts Team, comprised of school district representatives, arts
organizations, government officials, representatives from
the Tulsa philanthropic community and other community
leaders, first convened. With the Kennedy Center’s
guidance, this committee spent September 2011 – July
2013 completing an extensive audit of local arts education
resources, surveying TPS administrators and teachers and
arts organizations. The team then developed a long-term
vision and action plan for our community in which Any
Given Child receives a complete arts education. Any Given
Child-Tulsa was first implemented as part of the Tulsa
Public Schools curriculum beginning in August 2013.

‘‘

OUR VISION

We believe that all Tulsa Public School students

must have equal access to sustained, high quality
learning in the visual and performing arts. Every

K-8 student should engage in live arts experiences
through partnerships across the community and
with arts specialists and classroom teachers who
integrate the arts into ongoing classroom learning
and connect students to the world around them.

‘‘

We value opportunities for all Tulsa children to
create, communicate, and think in concrete

and abstract ways. For Tulsa children, families,
and the community, the arts are essential.

Every K-8 child will
engage in a
high-quality
standards-based
curriculum that
encompasses both
district and community
arts resources.
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Sustain
Any Given Child
through an
effective
infrastructure.
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Raise public
awareness,
community-wide,
that the arts
are essential.

Why Do the Arts Matter?
What the research says:
1. The arts provide a common language that
cuts across racial, cultural, social, educational,
and economic barriers and enhance cultural
appreciation and awareness.
2. The arts provide opportunities for
self-expression, bringing the inner world
into the outer world of concrete reality.
3. The arts develop both independence
and collaboration.
4. The arts make it possible to use personal
strengths in meaningful ways.
5. The arts improve academic achievement
– enhancing test scores, attitudes, social
skills, critical and creative thinking.
6. The arts exercise and develop higher-order
thinking skills including analysis, synthesis,
evaluation, and problem solving.
7. The arts provide the means
for every student to learn.
– adapted from “Why the arts are important?,”
by Dee Dickenson

Three Layers: Live Arts Experiences, Arts
Integration, Art for Art’s Sake Instruction
Layer 1: Live Arts Experiences
Partner organizations provide live arts experiences
for all students in a single grade level, regardless of
which school they attend.
• Kindergarten: Theater Performance (Tulsa PAC
Trust and Tulsa Library)
• 1st Grade: Museum Visit (Gilcrease Museum)
• 2nd Grade: Opera Performance (Tulsa Opera)
• 3rd Grade: Museum Visit (Philbrook Museum)
• 4th Grade: Music/Dance Performances (Choregus
Productions and Chamber Music Tulsa)
• 5th Grade: Ballet Performance (Tulsa Ballet)
• 6th Grade: Gallery Visit (Hardesty Arts Center and 108
Contemporary or Living Arts or Philbrook Downtown)
• 7th Grade: Museum Visit (Sherwin Miller Museum
of Jewish Art)
• 8th Grade: Symphony Performance (Tulsa Symphony
Orchestra)

Layer 2: Arts Integration
• Using the Kennedy Center Definition, TPS Teachers/
Curriculum Specialists have worked collaboratively to
develop Arts Integration Curriculum for each grade level
to further expand each K-8 student’s art education.
• Teacher Professional Development in arts education has
been greatly expanded through Any Given Child-Tulsa.

Layer 3: Art for Art’s Sake
• AGC-T will advocate for additional arts instruction by
certified specialists with learning goals centered around
the fine arts discipline exclusively.
• The hope is that AGC-T increases demand for arts
education both in K-8 as well as high school.

Any Given Child-Tulsa Curriculum
Developed collaboratively with Tulsa Public Schools
and arts organizations:
• Meaningful, integrated curriculum
• Learning goals and objectives tied to Common
Core standards in language arts, math, social studies
and science
• Pre-visit classroom activities
• Academic vocabulary (grade specific)
• Post-visit classroom activities
• Instructional resources and lesson plans for
classroom teachers
• Behavior and etiquette for live arts experiences

