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Arts Education for
Any Given Child

June 7, 2012

To the Tulsa Any Given Child Community Arts Team:

On	
�    this	
�   occasion	
�   when	
�   you	
�   are	
�   concluding	
�    the	
�    first	
�   phase	
�   of	
�    your	
�   
work	
�   in	
�   the	
�   Any	
�   Given	
�   Child	
�   program,	
�   I	
�   want	
�   to	
�   congratulate	
�   you	
�   on	
�   
the	
�   progress	
�    you	
�    have	
�   already	
�   made	
�    toward	
�   planning	
�   a	
�    future	
�    in	
�   
which	
�   the	
�   arts	
�   are	
�   a	
�   part	
�   of	
�   every	
�   child’s	
�   education	
�   in	
�   Tulsa.	
�   

Thank	
�   you	
�   for	
�   the	
�   gifts	
�   of	
�   your	
�   time	
�   and	
�   energy	
�   as	
�   you	
�   develop	
�   the	
�   long	
�   
range	
�   plan	
�   to	
�   ensure	
�   equity	
�   in	
�   the	
�   delivery	
�   of	
�   arts	
�   education	
�   services	
�   
across	
�    the	
�    community.	
�    The	
�    Kennedy	
�   Center	
�   will	
�    continue	
�    to	
�    be	
�    a	
�   
resource	
�   for	
�   you	
�   as	
�   you	
�   strive	
�   to	
�   meet	
�   your	
�   vision	
�   of	
�   a	
�   comprehensive	
�   
arts	
�   education	
�   for	
�   every	
�   child	
�   in	
�   Tulsa. 

Best Wishes,

Michael	
�   M.	
�   Kaiser,	
�   President
The	
�   John	
�   F.	
�   Kennedy	
�   Center
for	
�   the	
�   Performing	
�   Arts

Ensurin    the Arts for
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Arts Education for
Any Given Child

INTRODUCTION

he primary goal of the Kennedy 

Center’s Any Given Child initiative is 

to assist communities in developing 

a plan for expanded arts education in their 

schools ensuring access and equity for all 

students in grades K-8. The Kennedy Center 

brings to this initiative more than three decades 

of work with thousands of students, teachers, 

principals, administrators, business leaders, and 

arts managers across the country.

Tulsa was selected in March 2011 as the fifth 

Any Given Child partner city (there are now a 

total of seven Any Given Child sites around the 

nation). The Arts & Humanities Council of Tulsa 

leads Tulsa’s e!ort. The City of Tulsa and Tulsa 

Public Schools (TPS) serve as partners.

In September 2011, the Tulsa Any Given Child 

Community Arts Team comprised of school 

district representatives, arts organizations, 

government o"cials, representatives from 

the Tulsa Philanthropic community and other 

community leaders first convened. With the 

Kennedy Center’s guidance, this committee 

spent the 2011-12 school year completing 

an extensive audit of local arts education 

resources, surveying TPS administrators and 

teachers and arts organizations. The team 

then developed a long-term vision for our 

community in which Any Given Child receives 

a complete arts education.

Now, in August 2012, the committee is pleased 

to share the results of the project’s first phase. 

Together, the partners commit to reaching a set 

of goals that will ensure that each K-8 student 

has a complete arts education as part of their 

ongoing public school experience.

The region’s first comprehensive and long-

range K-8 arts education plan, with concrete 

recommendations for fulfilling the team’s 

outlined goals, will be complete in 2013.

T
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LETTER to the COMMUNITY

he arts have a unique ability to engage students 
who are otherwise unengaged, to inspire students 
who are otherwise uninspired, and often serve as 

the critical link keeping young people in school and on a path 
to fulfill their dreams and contribute to their communities. We 
simply cannot a!ord to ignore the benefits of arts education 
any longer.

We all know that arts education is an essential part of EVERY 
child’s learning. Countless studies have demonstrated that 
young people benefit from learning skills in the arts—creating, 
communicating, collaborating, and thinking critically. These 
are the 21st century skills that our children need now in order 
to become tomorrow’s innovators: the visionaries who will 
invent the next cutting-edge technology to fuel our economy 
and create jobs.

In September 2011, we began working with The Kennedy 
Center to chart a new course for arts education in our 
community, and to create a long-range arts education plan for 
students in Tulsa Public Schools. Today, with this report, we 
share what we have accomplished so far—including a look at 
where things stand, and the goals for our future.

In 

publishing this report we rea"rm our pledge to bring a 
complete arts education to every child, every day. Over the 
next year we will develop strategies and benchmarks to help 
us achieve our goals, and The Arts & Humanities Council of 
Tulsa has been charged with keeping all of the stakeholder 
groups focused on this work. 

We look forward to an ongoing partnership with the Kennedy 
Center to make the arts an essential part of our children’s 
educational journey.

Dewey Bartlett

Mayor 
City of Tulsa

Ken Busby

Executive Director & CEO
The Arts & Humanities 
Council of Tulsa

Dr. Keith Ballard

Superintendent
Tulsa Public Schools

T

TOGETHER WE ARE FOCUSED ON A FUTURE WHERE:

EVERY CHILD
engages in diverse arts

experiences over the

course of their education.

EVERY SCHOOL
actively integrates the arts as

a part of each child’s learning. 

EVERY CHILD
has opportunities to create,

communicate, and think

in concrete and abstract ways.
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COMMUNITY ARTS TEAM

Mark Barcus	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�    The	
�   Arts	
�   &	
�   Humanities	
�   Council	
�   of	
�   Tulsa

Victoria Bartlett	
�    	
�    	
�    The	
�   City	
�   of	
�   Tulsa

Aaron Beck	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�    Tulsa	
�   Opera

Deborah Bright	
�    	
�    	
�    Project	
�   Creates

Ken Busby	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�    The	
�   Arts	
�   &	
�   Humanities	
�   Council	
�   of	
�   Tulsa

Lanette Coppage   Community Volunteer

Shirley Elliott	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�    Tulsa	
�   Performing	
�   Arts	
�   Center	
�   Trust

Jean Ann Fausser	
�    	
�    	
�    Brady	
�   Craft	
�   Alliance

Arthur Feldman	
�    	
�    	
�    The	
�   Sherwin	
�   Miller	
�   Museum	
�   of	
�   Jewish	
�   Art

Nancy Feldman   Community Volunteer

Judy Fessenden	
�    	
�    	
�    Tulsa	
�   Public	
�   Schools

Linda Frazier	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�    Tulsa	
�   Symphony	
�   Orchestra

Dr. Cassandra Funderburk	
�    	
�    Tulsa	
�   Public	
�   Schools

Paige Godfrey 	
�    	
�    	
�    Tulsa	
�   Public	
�   Schools

Kay Goss	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�    The	
�   Arts	
�   &	
�   Humanities	
�   Council	
�   of	
�   Tulsa

Susan Green	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�    Philbrook	
�   Museum	
�   of	
�   Art

Stacey Jenkins   Tulsa Ballet

Randy Macon    The Charles and Lynn Schusterman Family Foundation

Kathy McRuiz    Hardesty Arts Center

Meg Myers Morgan	
�    	
�    	
�    The	
�   University	
�   of	
�   Oklahoma

Ron Predl	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�    Tulsa	
�   Symphony	
�   Orchestra

Verna	
�   Ruffin	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�    Tulsa	
�   Public	
�   Schools

Joan Seay    Community Volunteer

Jean Swanson	
�   	
�    	
�    	
�    Tulsa	
�   Public	
�   Schools

Amber Tait	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�    The	
�   Arts	
�   &	
�   Humanities	
�   Council	
�   of	
�   Tulsa

Ann Tomlins	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�    Tulsa	
�   Public	
�   Schools

Steve Wilson, Ph.D.   Tulsa Community College

Sarah Wright	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�    Gilcrease	
�   Museum	
�   of	
�   Art 

FACILITATORS
Barbara Shepherd	
�    	
�    	
�    The	
�   Kennedy	
�   Center

Deb Brzoska	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�    The	
�   Kennedy	
�   Center
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LONG-TERM VISION

We believe that all Tulsa Public School students 

must have equal access to sustained, high quality 

learning in the visual and performing arts. Every 

K-8 student should engage in live arts experiences 

through partnerships across the community and 

with arts specialists and classroom teachers who 

integrate the arts into ongoing classroom learning 

and connect students to the world around them. 

We value opportunities for all Tulsa children to 

create, communicate, and think in concrete

and abstract ways. For Tulsa children, families,

and the community, the arts are essential.

‘‘
‘‘
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GOALS

Every K-8 child will
engage in a high-quality 

standards-based
curriculum that

encompasses both
district and community 

arts resources.1 2Sustain
Any Given Child

through an
effective

infrastructure.

3Raise public
awareness,

community-wide
that the arts

are essential.
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SURVEY RESULTS

In January and February 2012, TPS K-8 school district administrators and teachers, 

arts organizations and Tulsa teaching artists completed surveys to assess the current 

state of arts education in TPS. Their responses revealed the following key findings.

KEY FINDINGS ARE BASED ON THE FOLLOWING RESPONSE RATES

54%
Arts Organizations

105 of 200

64%
Teachers

1295 of 2000

70%
Administrators

188 of 267

KEY FINDING: I believe the arts are necessary in a balanced curriculum for all students.

Administrators
Agree or Strongly Agree94% Teachers

Agree or Strongly Agree95%
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SURVEY RESULTS

KEY FINDING: Administrators and Teachers report the
following barriers to supporting arts instruction:

KEY FINDING: Arts Organizations report the following
barriers to supporting arts instruction:

KEY FINDING: Administrators report that there are policies in place to guarantee an equitable,
comprehensive and sustainable arts education program for all Arts Disciplines across K-8.

No43% Don’t Know33%

Insu"cient
Funding

Lack of
Instructional

Support

Funding Low District
Priority



SURVEY RESULTS

KEY FINDING: Theater, Dance, Visual Arts and Music
are NOT part of the school day for EVERY child.

ALL STUDENTS in the 55 responding schools are receiving
arts instruction in the following disciplines: 

Theater
0%

Dance
2%

Visual Arts
79%

Music
51%

KEY FINDING: Teachers report they have received su"cient
professional development in arts integration.

KEY FINDING: Teachers report they collaborate and plan lessons
with arts specialists in their buildings and/or arts organizations.

Agree or
Strongly Agree33%

Agree or
Strongly Agree26%

ANYYYYY CHCCCCCCCCHICCCC LDTULSADTTTULSADDD ULSADD



SURVEY RESULTS

KEY FINDING: Teachers believe the arts impact students in following ways:

Increased
Creativity

96% Increased
Motivation

88%

Increased
Academic 

Achievement

82%

Increased
Critical

Thinking

78%
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 ARTS & HUMANITIES COUNCIL OF TULSA

HARDESTY ARTS CENTER

Arts	
�   &	
�   Humanities	
�   Council	
�   of	
�   Tulsa	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�   101	
�   East	
�   Archer	
�   Street	
�   	
�   Tulsa,	
�   OK	
�   	
�   74103	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�   www.AHHATulsa.org


